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whelming temptations. Delivered in the presence of the
multitude, on whose admiration the legalists lived, it
denounces a succession of woes upon the whole all-
powerful order, reiterating many times the charge of
imposture, and coupling it with almost every other biting
reproach that can be imagined. It charges them with
childish pedantry, with vexatious and grinding oppression,
and, what was especially severe as addressed to the learned
class, with ignorance and with the hatred of knowledge.
To the men who supposed that they monopolized the most
infallible rules, the most exquisite methods of discovering
truth, he says, c You have taken away the key of know-
ledge ; you enter not in yourselves, and those that were
entering in you hinder.' Finally, he calls them children
of hell, serpents, a brood of vipers, and asks how it is
possible for them to escape damnation.

Here, then, we see Christ in his attitude of hostility.
His language itself is not wanting in energy, and it
derived double emphasis from his position. In his
political appearance he may be compared to the Gracchi.
As they assailed a close and selfish ruling order by mar-
shalling the people against it, and assuming that peculiar
position of authorized agitators which tlio Komnn consti-
tution offered in the tribunate, HO did Christ assail the*,
order of legalists. The old Jewish constitution recognised
the claim of tl\& prophet to a certain authority* Cue who,
advancing pretensions to the prophetic character, suc-
ceeded in producing conviction, so that by a kind of
informal but irresistible plelisdtum he was recognised to
be that which he professed to be, was thenceforward
regarded as a mouthpiece of the Invisible King, and
held an. indefinite but at the same time constitutional